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A N N O U N C E M E N T S
Look at us GROW!
URW has exciting things happening in 2023. 

We’re Back In YOUR Schools!
After being closed for the past two years due to 
the pandemic, we are so excited to announce the 
re-opening  of our student-run school branches 
at Danville City School and Halifax County School. 
We are looking forward to reuniting with you and 
bringing the Credit Union experience back to 
your schools.

We’re Helping Kids  
Stay WA R M !
Something that has always been close to URW’s 
heart is our annual Warm Coat Drive. We will be 
collecting clean, gently used coats to be donated 
to the Danville/Pittsylvania Social Service. Our 
top goal is that no child in our community will 
have the fear of being cold on those freezing 
winter days. Do you have a coat you can 
contribute to our donations? We’d love to have 
you join us in our efforts!

S C H O L A R S H I P  
Opportunities for Seniors!
We will start accepting applications for our URW 
scholarships in January. If you’re a high school 
senior with plans to attend college in the fall, 
don’t miss out on this amazing opportunity!

Fueling Your Financial Future 
Is college right around the corner for you? Or are you already starting to plan 
how you will pay for college? Let URW help you start saving today! It is a brand 
new year full of new opportunities and a fresh start. One way to start your year off 
right, is to have a financial plan for the year. If you don’t know where to start, let our 
wonderful URW team help lead you in the right direction. We offer many different 
services that we can customize to best suit your needs! 

	� Open a URW Secondary Savings account. Use your new account to deposit 
any extra change, dollars, or unexpected money. With consistency, little bits 
here and there can go a long way.

	� Once you put the money in this special account, don’t touch it again until 
it’s time to purchase what you have been saving for. 

	� Trade in your coins. If you find yourself with lots of change after cleaning out your car or your 
pockets, place your coins in a safe spot until you can bring your collection into the Credit Union 
to exchange for dollars using our Dollar Coin Counter. 

	� Create a budget plan. Your plan can be for a week at a time, a month, or even a year. Only allow 
yourself enough money to purchase necessities and to save as much as you can. The trick is to 
make a realistic plan that you can stick to successfully.

	� Find low-cost hobbies. Let’s face it, many hobbies cost a lot of money. Thankfully, there are 
plenty of hobbies that don’t require high-volume spending. To find a low-cost hobby, consider 
things you’re interested in and take it from there. 

	� Rein in your spending. Never spend more than you have—and stick to your new budget plan!
	� Plan ahead. If you’ve got high-price tag events coming up, such as an upcoming graduation trip 

or holiday spending, make a plan to start saving now.
	� Open a URW Vacation Savings Club account for graduation trips or vacations—it’s an 

easy way to save regularly over time so you don’t end up short when it’s time to pay for your 
trip.

	� Start to preplan for the holidays with a Christmas Club Savings account—it’s a great way 
to save little bits at a time for bigger savings when the holidays roll around.

	� Consider your earnings. Take a minute before you purchase something and consider how 
many hours you had to work just to make that amount of money. This will start to put a whole 
new perspective on the value of a dollar. 

	� Use caution with credit. Used wisely, credit cards can be a great tool for building your credit. 
On the other hand, they can be detrimental to your financial future if you don’t use them with 
caution. If you’ve been considering applying for a credit card, ensure that you’ve got adult 
accountability to help you use credit wisely. Perhaps most importantly, remember to pay your 
balance in full each month (and on time) in order to avoid interest charges and hurting your 
credit. 

	� The URW Credit Card has low APRs, unlike most big credit card companies. Plus, we’re 
here to look out for you, so we’ll ensure your limit is within your budget.

	� We make it easy to apply! Visit us online to apply today and one of our loan officers will reach 
out to you in a timely manner.

Heading to College?
Let’s Be Back-To-School Besties!
To all our 2023 grads, congratulations, graduation is just around the corner! We wish you the very 
best as you prepare to embark on your next journey. And remember, just because you’ll be leaving 
your high school campus doesn’t mean you have to leave your credit union accounts. We offer 
plenty of services to ensure you can view and access your account from anywhere.

URW MOBILE BANKING 
Download the app to any smartphone  •  Enjoy 24/7-access to your URW accounts 

Transfer funds from internal and external accounts  •  Make loan payments 
View transactions  •  Deposit checks with Mobile Deposit 

Find a local fee-free ATM  •  And more!

Visit your app store to download the URW Mobile Banking app today.
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HOLIDAY CLOSINGS
New Year’sNew Year’s (observed) 

Monday, January 2, 2023

EasterEaster (observed) 
Monday, April 10

URW Community Federal Credit Union Scholarships
Each year, URW is pleased to recognize exceptional graduating high school 
seniors by awarding a minimum of four scholarship awards, each in the 
amount of $500. If you are heading to college in the fall, stop by the Credit 
Union or visit us online for a 2023 scholarship application! 

ELIGIBILITY 
	� Must be a member of URW. 
	� Accounts must be in the name of the applicant. 
	� Must be a student with a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher. 
	� Must be a graduating high school senior. 
	� All scholarship recipients must attend college full time. 
	� Post-graduate, Masters or Doctorate candidates are not eligible to apply. 
	� Previous recipients may not apply for additional scholarships. 

Applications are available online beginning January 1, 2023, and will be 
accepted January 1 – March 31, 2023. The winning scholarship recipients 

will be announced at our Annual Meeting in May. 

Scan the QR Code to find the online scholarship link, starting 
in January, and the eligibility requirements. If you have any 
questions, please contact Cameron Sowers at csowers@
urwfcu.org

Purchasing a Car 101
Buying your first car is an experience unlike 
any other. While it’s an exciting experience, 
it can also leave you feeling frustrated and 
overwhelmed. Thankfully, you can avoid any 
potential frustrations with a little bit of effective 
planning. Read on for helpful tips to keep the 
process as simple and exciting as possible.

Do your homework. We know, you already 
have plenty of homework to do, but this kind 
is different! Just do a little research online to 
see what kind of car interests you and suits 
your needs. Then, run some comparisons to 
see how much the make and model you want 
is typically selling for – that way, you’ll know 
whether a potential seller is offering you a 
good deal or not.

Remember that buying used is buying wisely. 
If you’re like most teens, a new car is out of 
the picture, and that’s okay! There are plenty 
of perfectly good pre-owned vehicles available 
for purchase, and it’s likely they’ll be offering 
you the most bang for your buck anyway. 

Decide how much money you can spend. 
This amount should include the purchase 
price of the vehicle plus any other fees and 
costs associated with purchasing it, including 
taxes, auto insurance, license fees, etc.

Consider the paperwork. Regardless of 
where you purchase your car, whether a 
private party or a dealership, you are going to 
have a lot of paperwork to deal with. Because 
of this, buying your car from a dealership 
does have its advantages since they handle 
most of the paperwork for you.

Talk to URW about financing. If you don’t have 
enough cash to purchase your car outright, 
come talk to us about our low-rate auto loans. 
URW strives to offer the lowest interest rate 
in the area. Plus, our loan officers are here to 
work with you one-on-one throughout the entire 
process of purchasing your first car. 

Make It Your Year of FINANCIAL 
INDEPENDENCE with URW
Are you tired of asking mom and dad to cash 
checks for you? It can be frustrating not being able 
to take charge of your own money. We’ve got a 
treat for you, our New Generation accounts and 
services! We’ve designed these special accounts 
and services just for you—to help you gain a sense 
of independence with your own money. Each one 
comes with plenty of benefits to ensure you’re 
equipped with everything you need to succeed. 

NEW GENERATION SAVINGS
	n $25 minimum
	n No monthly service charges or fees 

NEW GENERATION CHECKING 
	n Free direct deposit
	n VISA debit card (with parent/guardian approval) 

NEW GENERATION SCHOOL REWARDS 
	n Free movie tickets
	n Rewards for good grades*
	n Scholarship opportunities 

NEW GENERATION CONVENIENCE 
	n Free mobile banking
	n E-statements and alerts
	n Home banking
	n Bill pay 

COLLEGE DOLLARS CD 
	n $500 minimum
	n Terms from 6 months to 5 years 

Stop by the Credit Union to learn more about the 
New Generation accounts and services that are 
nothing like your parent’s! 

*New accounts only.

URW Community FCU

URW Community 
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Phone Number: 434-793-1278

Non-Business Hours Lost or Stolen 
VISA Debit Card: 1-888-263-3370

FRAUD PROTECTION WITH URW: Tips to Avoid Scams 
Make sure to download our free URW 
Mobile Banking app to monitor your credit 
union accounts from the convenience of 
your phone or handheld device. 

If you receive any texts from URW 
Community FCU regarding fraudulent 
charges, please review your purchase 
history to ensure you did or did not 
make that purchase. If you did make the 
purchase, reply ‘YES’ to the text message. 
If you did not make the purchase, reply 
‘NO’ and contact URW as soon as 
possible to review your account. 

For extra protection, you can download 
SecurLOCK. This app can be paired with 
your URW card and will allow you to control 
how, where, and when your payment card 
is used. If you suspect fraudulent activity at 
any point, you can restrict your card with 
the touch of a button. 

If you do not have the SecurLOCK app, 
you can listen to recent transactions and 

freeze your card if fraudulent activity is 
suspected by calling our 24/7 Fraud 
Department at (888) 263-3370.

If you get an unusual email, text, or 
phone call from a company claiming 
you owe them money, hang up. Most 
companies will not contact you in 
this way. Therefore it is highly likely 
the communication is fraudulent, 
and someone is trying to gather your 
personal information to use in a scam. 

When shopping online, ensure you 
are using a verified website. You can 
do this by scanning the website for 
identifying logos, the business location, 
contact information, phone number, 
etc. If you make a purchase once you 
feel the website is secure, make sure 
you receive a confirmation email from 
that purchase. 
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